Twenty-fourth November 12, 2023
Sunday After
Pentecost




Welcome and Ahnouncements

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Thank you to everyone who helped with the PLUC Holiday Decorations Sale yesterday.

The Angel Mission needs: unsalted nuts.

Are there any other announcements?

RI1A
o Presider: Peter Norland
", f -ly- E =S\ UNITED CHURCH Musician: Jennifer Wenger
< l" Ie w OF CHRIST Greeters: Mary & Al Eckhart
; . a just world for all Reader: Christina Norland
Vs h Prayer Writer: Jim Northey
Liturgical Color Green — Ordinary Time Coffee hour:
Lectionary Year A Proper 23(28)




MEDITATION




GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
':' CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)

The Lord is coming. Whom you will serve?
As for me and my family, we will serve the Lord.

What has God done for you?
Wondrous works. Unforgettable deeds.
Strength in the wilderness; paths of liberation!

Say more.
We'll never stop telling our story.
The next generation will hear it.
Children not yet born will know it.

Hope in God, whose story will never end.

Forever we will praise
our faithful helper and deliverer!

Photo by Ann Campbell



=HYMN  “You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim” #477 Blue  onrreme e

Attr. William Croft, 1708
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2 God ruleth on high, almighty to save; " 2 —_—
And still He is nigh--His presence we have; %—M === *

Ti

L
1
rqh-

_I_h . H . . h h ” . And pL_llb - lish § bpad H?s won - der - ful name;
e great congregation His triumph shall sing, And Wl Be b dg— MR opm-ma we e
All glo - ry and power,  all wis - dom and might,

Ascribing salvation to Jesus our King.
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3 “Salvation to God, who sits on the throne,” VI S TN SRR ST S ST
Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son; s=ES == %*3:%4
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4 Then let us adore, and give Him His right, gf:} —_—_—— ey
All glory and power, all wisdom and might,

His king - dom is glo - rious, He rules o - ver all.
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All honor and blessing, with angels above, P a o e oS R B e

And thanks nev - er ceas - ing, and in - fi - nite love.

And thanks never ceasing, and infinite love.




Amen.

Sherry Middlemis-Brown







== PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Everlasting God,

we say we want to see you,

we say we want to know you,

we say we want to serve you,

but we also do not want to put in the work.
We do not want to prepare for your coming

by working for your kin-dom on this earth.
We do not keep alert for signs of you among us,

so we schedule you in for an hour or so on Sundays.
Forgive us. Inspire us to put our faith to action.
Surprise us with your presence so we might learn

to always be ready for you to arrive.
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All who seek God will rejoice and be glad. &
We proclaim that God is great because of*
this good news
we are forgiven!



== PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God'’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit

we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace.
Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.

Ann_Campbell
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The Ten Young Women
Jesus MAFA 1973

JESUS MAFA is a response to the New Testament readings from the Lectionary by a Christian community in Cameroon, Africa. Eachof the readings was selected and adapted to
dramatic interpretation by the community members. Photographs of their interpretations were made, and these were then transcribed to paintings.



FIRST READING Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-15

The Tribes Renew the Covenant

24 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the
heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel, and they presented themselves before God.

2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your
ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—Ilived beyond the Euphrates and served
other gods. 3Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all
the land of Canaan and made his offspring many. | gave him lsaac,

14“Now, therefore, revere the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away
the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt and serve the LORD.
1SNow if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living, but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



FIRST READING Joshua 24:16-25

16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods,
17for it is the LoRD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that
we went and among all the peoples through whom we passed, 18and the LorD drove out before us all
the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”

19But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LoRD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God;
he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 201f you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods,
then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the people
said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LorD!” 22Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses
against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.”
3 He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the LoRrD,
the God of Israel.” 2*The people said to Joshua, “The LoRD our God we will serve, and him we will
obey.” 22So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day and made statutes and ordinances for
them at Shechem.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

The Coming of the Lord

13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. *For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him
those who have died. > For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who
are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. *®For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. ¥’ Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever.
18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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“What is the World Like” INSERT

What Is the World Like

771

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614
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1 What is the world like when God’s will s done? roots thread the soil; branch - es reach for the sun.
2 What is the world like when God’s will is  done? watch  as the par - ent breaks in - to a run.
3 What is the world like when God’s will is  done? peace thrives in  plac - es where once there was none.
4 What is the world like when God’s will is done? tend - lng our lamps all the new day’s be - gun.
5 These are the  sto - ries that Je - sus im - parts, Born through our  voic - es, our hands, and our hearts,
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Mus - tard seeds grow more than we  can con - ceive: This is how God moves us ecach to be - lieve
Wit - ness the wan - der - ing child com - ing home; . i
, ‘ ) , This is how God longs for us when roam.
No more 1is  neigh - bor just al - ly or friend; . . .
: . This is how God works when ri - val - ries end.
Read - y  for feast - ing, we watch through  the night, o . .
. 4 : : . This is how God read - ies us  for light.
filled with the  Spir - it who joins  us as  one. o P
this is a new world where God’'s will done.

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
This text and tune were written to conclude a hymn festival at the 2009 Annual Conference of The Hymn
Society in the United States and Canada. Four parables framed both the festival and the hymn: the Mustard
Seed, the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, and the Ten Bridesmaids.

TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2009
MUSIC: Sally Ann Morris, 2009
Text and Music © 2009 GIA Publication

s, Inc.

NEW WORLD
10.10.10.10



== GOSPEL READING Matthew 25:1-13

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young women took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. ¢ Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, #but the wise took flasks of oil with
their lamps. ®> As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. ® But at
midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7’ Then
all those young women got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” ? But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” 1 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went with him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. ' Later the other
young women came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, |
do not know you.” 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God

The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.






O God, we give you thanks for the gift of
generosity. Bless these gifts and reveal S
your righteousness as we await the coming ‘1 2
of your peace. =&
Amen.

Ann Campbell




Used with permission.

==HYMN “ThereIs a Redeemer” #145 GREEN One License # A-725614
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1 There is a Re - deem - er, Je - sus, God’s own Son; S
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pre - cious Lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, Ho - ly One. : ‘ N i
pre - cious Lamb of God, Mes-si-ah, hope for sin - ners slain. leav - ing your Spir-it till the work on earth is done.
there I'll serve my King for-ev-er, in that ho - ly place. ‘
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MEAL

GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST
Invitation to Communion

- '
'_.ﬁa
Great Thanksglvmg

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God: s
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



MEAL

GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCEW /

Therefore we praise you, joining the song

of the universal church and the heavenly choir:
“Holy, holy, holy

God of power and majesty,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory,

O God most high!"



PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever.

Amen.




Communion Distribution
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==HYMN

. Used with ission.
“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” #508 BlUE€  onel vense # A725614

Louis FitzGerald Benson, 1924; alt. V. Earle Copes, 1959
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1. For the bread which You have bro - ken, For the wine which You havepoured,

2. By this prom-ise that You love us, By Yourgift of peace re - stored,

3. With the saints who now a - dore You Seat-ed at the heaven-ly board,

4. In Yourser - vice, Lord, de - fend us; In our hearts keep watch and ward;
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For the words which You have spo-ken, Now we give You thanks, O Lord.
By Your call to heaven a - bove us, Hal - low all our lives, O Lord.
May the church still wait - ing for You Keep love’s tie un - bro - ken, Lord.
In the world to which Yousend us Let Your king-dom come, O Lord.
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Music: Copyright © 1960. Renewal 1988 by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Prayer after Communion
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<=HYMN

350 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning

“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”

INSERT

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614
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1 Kfeep your lamps trimmed and burn - ing; k_ef’P your trimmed and burn - ing, for the time is draw-ing nigh.
2 It's  our faith  makes us hap - py; it's our makes us hap - py for the time is draw-ing nigh.
3 We are chmlcai - ng hlJah- cob’s E‘dh i de]f; we are Ja. - cob’s lad - der, for the time is draw-ing nigh.
4 Bv - ery round goes high - er hig - eV ey high - er, high - er, for the time is draw-ing nigh.
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lamps trimmed and burn - ing; keep your lamps ) r r r "|r
faith ~  makes us hap - py; it's our  faith Sis-ters, don't  grow wea - ry; broth-ers, don’'t grow wea - ry;
climb - ing Ja - cob’s lad - der; we are climb - ing
round goes high - er, high - er; ev - ery round goes 1 g . . ~
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—12 — — e ' ' This African American spiritual has a biblical basis in the parable of the ten maidens (Matthew 25:1-13), but
[B— —i \3 the text actually sung could vary greatly. Such variation can be seen here in the annexing of an often

freestanding spiritual based on Jacob’s vision (Genesis 28:10-17).

TEXT and MUSIC: African American spiritual

KEEP YOUR LAMPS
7.7.7.7 with refrain
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: Thanks to. All Scriptures taken from NRSV or NRSVUE, copyright Thomas Nelson
Presider: Peter Norland oublishers

Musician: Jennifer Wenger : .. :
All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614

Greeters: Mary & Al Eckhart & P

Reader: Christina Norland

Prayer Writer: J|m NOI‘they Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the
Coffee hour: Vanderbilt D|V|n|.ty Library, http:/diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. Allimages available via Creative
Commons 3.0 License.

Serving Next Week, November 19", 2023
Presider: Peter Norland  Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Nancy Byers Sprague and Dianne Sprague

Reader: Greg Campbell
Prayer Writer: Greg Campbell Coffee: Ann Campbell
Next week’s scripture: Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonian
5:1—11 Matthew 25:14-30

Portage Lake United Church

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) & UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1400 East Houghron Avenue, Houghton Michigan 49931
www. PLUC.org othced@pluc.org (Di6)482-5224

Rooted in the Trinity. Growing in God's Word.
Branching out to those in need. Nourished by many warters.
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