
August 30th, 2026

Portage Lake United Church

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Christ gives the keys of the kingdom to Peter

Ca. 1817-1818
Bertel Thorvaldsen 1770-1844

Thorvaldsens Museum Copenhagen, Denmark



We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Welcome and Announcements

● The flowers in the sanctuary are a gift in honor of Gary Evans, whose memorial service was 
this past Thursday. Peace be to his memory. 

● Next Sunday afternoon, September 6, there will be a memorial service for Judy Albee, 
visitation at 1 o’clock, service at 2, refreshments and fellowship following.

● There will be no regular coffee hour following the service next week, to allow setting up for 
the memorial service.

● The Angel Mission needs: Bath and Hand Soap.

● Are there any other announcements?

Presider: Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Al Eckhart or Lois Jambekar
Reader: Christina Norland
Prayer Writer: Greg Campbell
Coffee: Ann CampbellLiturgical Color Green – Ordinary Time

Lectionary  Year A



When you finally surrender and stop 
fighting the winds, you will be carried by 

angels into the eye of God.
from Tree Full of Angels, by Macrina Wiederkehr

MEDITATION

As The Deer
Martin Nystrom/arr. Larry Shackley

PRELUDE

Photo: Sherry Middlemis-Brown



O give thanks to the Holy One, the I Am Who I Am, 

who calls us together and makes their name known.

We glory in God’s holy name!

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice and testify!
O give thanks to the Holy One, God of our ancestors,

who lives and reigns with all generations.

Sing praises to our God. Remember God’s 

wonderful works, saving acts, and redemptive deeds.
O give thanks to the Holy One, Mighty and Just God, who

lends strength in the struggle and leads in righteousness.

Let us seek the presence of the Holy One. Praise God!

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Photo by Sherry Middlemis-Brown



✜HYMN “The God of Abraham Praise” #488 BLUE

Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614

1 The God of Abraham praise,
Who reigns enthroned above;
The ancient of eternal days,
The God of Love!
The Lord, the great I Am,
By earth and heaven confessed,
We bow before Your holy name,
Forever blest.

2 Your spirit still flows free,
High surging where it will;
In prophet's word You spoke of old
And You speak still.
Established is Your law,
And changeless it shall stand,
Deep writ upon the human heart,
On sea, or land.

3 You have eternal life
Implanted in the soul;
Your love shall be our strength and stay,
While ages roll.
We praise You, living God!
We praise Your holy name;
The first, the last, beyond all thought,
And still the same!



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, in the self-giving love of Christ  you have 
revealed the path of salvation; give us courage to deny 
our selfish desire and bear the cross of discipleship, 
that we may live as those who have no fear of death 
and receive the joy of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.
Amen. 

Matt Monte



Hill of Crosses

Saiuilia, Lithuania

Sometimes it sounds too hard:
deny ourselves, take up our crosses, lose our lives?

Forgive us, Savior, but we’d rather you do it for us.
Forgive us, Christ,

but we are overwhelmed with what you ask of us.
We long to see you come in glory,

but fear the road we must take.
Have mercy on our weakness.
Be patient with our stumbling.
Do not leave us behind, 

even when we are slow to follow,
and lead us in your ways of peace.

✜ PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)



✜ DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Responsive)

Christ does not abandon us,
but died for us, was raised for us, and loves us still.

This is the good news that prevails!

In Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, we are forgiven!



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit  

we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.

Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.



Saint Peter the Apostle of Andahuaylillas Peru

The 16th-century church is known as the Sistine Chapel of the Andes because of the beauty of its murals.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, 

preaching and song



FIRST READING  Exodus 3:1-15
1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came 
to mount Horeb, the mountain of God.  2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he 
looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight 
and see why the bush is not burned up.“ 4 When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the 
bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am.“ 5 Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.“ 6 He said further, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then the LORD said, "I have 
observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 
their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 
oppress them. 10 Now go, I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.“ 11 But Moses said to 
God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?“ 12 He said, "I will be with you; and this shall 
be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain.“ 13 But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors has sent me to 
you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?“ 14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." He said further, 
"Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 
'The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you': This is 
my name forever, and this my title for all generations.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God



Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God

9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 10 love one another with 
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in 
spirit; serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in 
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, 
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it 
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room 
for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the 
Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 
something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Romans 12:9-21) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Second Reading Romans 12:9-21



Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614✜HYMN “Where Charity and Love Prevail” #316 GTG INSERT



✜ GOSPEL READING  Matthew 16:21-28

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will 
find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in 
return for their life?

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for 
what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see 
the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 16:21-28) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

The Gospel of the Lord Thanks be to God



Jesus Praying

ca. 2000

mural, Louisville, KY

Sermon



✜ OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of Love, we offer our gifts,

and our lives to you in hope and love.

Use them to advance your reign of mercy and peace

in our community and the world.

And may we be for others

evidence of your abundant and generous creation.

Amen.



✜HYMN  “We are an Offering” #230 GREEN
Used with permission.

One License #  A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL)

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

Photograph by Ren Spring 2023



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Sherry Middlemis-Brown



Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614✜HYMN  “Come Live in the Light” INSERT



Hold fast to what is good;
repay no one evil for evil.

Rejoice in hope; 
be patient in suffering;
persevere in prayer.

The blessing of God be with you,
the love of Jesus fill you,
and the power of the Holy Spirit sustain you,
now and forevermore.

CHARGE AND BLESSING (Responsive)

Jane Adams

George de Forest Brush, 1855-1941



POSTLUDE AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

What does it mean for me to take up my cross and follow Jesus?

How do I practice that in my daily life?

How is the cross I am asked to bear related to the cross of Jesus? 

Carrying the cross of Christ

Gabriel Loire, 1904-1996

St. Mary’s Cathedral

Aberdeen, United Kingdom



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images available via Creative 

Commons 3.0 License.

Thanks to:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland

Musician: Susie Byykkonen

Greeters: Liz & Harold Evensen

Reader: Beth Smock

Prayer Writer: Carl Vilmann

Coffee: Mary Eckhart, Lois Jambekar

Children’s Craft Time: Olivia Byykkonen

Serving Next Week, September 10th, 2023

Greeters:  Jon Koskiniemi, Brian Hirvela

Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague

Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar

Coffee: Lou Ellyn Helman
Children’s Church: TBD

Next Sunday’s Scriptures:

Ezekial 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 

18:15-20
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