Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

Jesus multiplies the loaves and fish Aug ust 2nd 2026
Jesus MAFA 1973 :
Portage Lake United Church



Welcome and Ahnouncements

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

The August sign-up for Sunday morning volunteers in the lounge.

Please add your name and help us worship!

The Angel Mission needs: Low-sodium canned meats (Sloppy-joe, chili, etc.)
Are there any other announcements?
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MEDITATION

PRELUDE




GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

== CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

Welcome to a celebration of God’s love for us!

We surely need to see that love; life can weigh us down.
You've come to the right place. This is a place where all of us can seek God’s
presence and share our deepest inmost concerns with God.

We need to hear that, for sometimes, we all wrestle with our faith too.
Don’t fear! God is with you always, loving and transforming your lives.

God is merciful and compassionate, and fills our hungry souls.

Let us worship with open hearts today!



<=HYMN “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”
#460 BLUE

1 Holy God, we praise your name;
Lord of all, we bow before you.
All on earth your scepter claim;
all in heaven above adore you.
Infinite your vast domain,
everlasting is your reign.

3 All apostles join the strain

as your sacred name they hallow;
prophets swell the glad refrain,

and the blessed martyrs follow,

and from morn to set of sun,

through the church the song goes on.

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn
angel choirs above are raising;
cherubim and seraphim,

in unceasing chorus praising,

fill the heavens with sweet accord:
“Holy, holy, holy Lord!”

4 Holy Father, Holy Son,

Holy Spirit: three we name you,
while in essence only one;
undivided God we claim you,
and adoring, bend the knee
while we own the mystery.

Used with permission. One License # A-725614

Attr. Ignaz Franz, c. 1774

Allgemeines Katholisches Gesangbuch, c. 1774
Trans. Clarence Alphonsus Walworth, 1858; alt.

Alt. Johann Gottfried Schicht, 1819
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== PRAYER OF THE DAY

WE e
“ecallu f&g )youcare’v

you are attenti to our cri 3 | . shouts of joy.
We come to pray, smg, and u, C

We also come to rece{ve clarity ani d|scernment

to receive and give testimony of your persistent love,
and to receive and affirm the beauty of your path.

VA IVAYe picitand never let us go. Amen.
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< PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

Generous God,

you freely offer us all we need.

You offer us the bread of life,

SO we may never be hungry again.
You offer us living water,

so we will never thirst.

But we scoff at your gifts,

wasting our money, time, and energy
on things that do not satisfy.

Forgive us and call to us again,
reminding us of your gifts of new life
that are ours if we would only accept them.

Only Speak the Word © Jan Richardson
https://www janrichardsonimages.com



<= DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Responsive)

Incline your ear, listen:
God makes an everlasting covenant with us.

God forgives us, renews us, refreshes us, and
leads us onward.
Thanks be to God!

And Cleanse Me © Jan Richardson
janrichardsonimages.com



== PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit
we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.

Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.




WORD

God speaks to us in
scripture, reading,
preaching and song

Jacoband the Angel
Annette Gandy Fortt

https://annettefortt.com/



FIRST READING Genesis 32:22-31

Jacob receives God's blessing

32:22 The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of
the Jabbok.

32:23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had.
32:24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.

32:25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob's hip was put
out of joint as he wrestled with him.

32:26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is breaking." But Jacob said, "l will not let you go, unless you bless me."
32:27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Jacob."

32:28 Then the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans
and have prevailed."

32:29 Then Jacob asked him, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And there he
blessed him.

32:30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "For | have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved."

32:31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Genesis 32:22-31) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Second Reading Romans 9:1-5

God'’s Election of Israel

9| am speaking the truth in Christ—I| am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy
Spirit— 2| have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For | could wish that |
myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and sisters,
my own flesh and blood. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory,
the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them belong the

patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is over all, God
blessed forever. Amen.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Romans 9:1-5) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.
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Refraln . © 1992, Daniel L. Schutte, admin. New Dawn Music/OCP Publications



== GOSPEL READING Matthew 14:13-21

Feeding the Five Thousand

1BNow when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. ¥When he
went ashore, he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion for them and cured their

sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and
the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food
for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to
eat.” 7 They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said,
“Bring them here to me.” ¥¥Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves and
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 22And all ate and were
filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 22 And
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 14:13-21) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Sermon

Hand of God with loaves and fish
United Reform Church
Brighton, England



OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of unending gifts,

we praise you for your abundant goodness.

As you are generous, we want to be generous too.

May the gifts we bring extend your generosity into the world,

Amen.

Sherry Middlemiss-Brown



Used with permission.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000), based on James 2:14-17 65 65D
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) KING’S WESTON

Text © 1969, Hope Publishing Co.; music © 1925, Oxford University Press, Inc.



Response: Christ who makes living water from
bowls of tears, hear our prayers.

Sherry Middlemis Brown



MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift you your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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of the ris - en Christ. Come and fill our hearts, O Lord.
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Not many Lord’s Supper hymns call attention to the post-Resurrection meals Christ shared with his disciples,
but the first stanza here alludes to the meal at Emmaus, when he was made known in the breaking of the
bread (Luke 24:13-35), and stanza three refers to “the risen Christ.”

TEXT and MUSIC: Greg Scheer, 2007 FEED US
Text and Music © 2007 Greg Scheer 3.3.5.5.7

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614
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Text: Sylvia Dunstan (1955-1993)
Music: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

Text © 1991, GIA Publications, Inc.
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ENGELBERG

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614



CHARGE AND BLESSING

Feed, changed, called, and empowered,
go now in the power and provision of Christ
to heal the sick, feed the hungry, and serve
the world.

Christ himself, who holds you in his hands,
has blessed you, broken you, and given you
as his gift to the world.

May the grace of Christ be multiplied to you
and through you, now and forever. Amen.

Aw |

Ann Campbell
June 2021



POSTLUDE

God of Grace and God of Glory
John Hughes/arr. Mary McDonald

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

The disciples were amazed at Jesus’
feeding of the multitudes.

How have you seen him make a way
when there was no way?

Loaves and Fish

Catholic Chapel, U. S. Air Force Academy 1962
Colorado Springs, Colorado



Thanks to:

Pregider: Rev.. Peter Norland All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
Musician: Susie Byykkonen All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
Greeters: Nancy Byers Sprague, Dianne Sprague

Reader: Greg Campbell
Prayer Writer: J im Northey Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http:/diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. Allimages available via Creative

Coffee: Judy Albee, Sangja Lee Commons 3.0 License.
Communion: TBD
Special Music: Paul & Christine Seitz, Ann Campbell

Portage Lake United Church

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) & UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

1400 East Houghton Avenue, Houghton Michigan 49931
www. PLUC. org ofhce@pluc.org (906)482-5224

Rooted in the Trinity. Growing in God’s Word.
Branching out to those in need. Nourished by many waters.
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