Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

July 28t 2026
‘ Portage Lake United Church

Sacrifice of Isaac, 915-921
Palatine Cathedral of the Holy Cross
Akdamar Island, Turkiye




Welcome and Ahnouncements

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy.
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

There is a new sign-up for Sunday morning volunteers in the lounge.
The Angel Mission needs: Dried fruits, no sugar added
Are there any other announcements?

BRIAy
AY i __Li!_ 0'551 "‘1‘;‘ UNITED CHURCH Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
\ N /7 > T Z w OF CHRIST Musician: Susie Byykkonen
“ V > 6 b < " ajust world for all Reader: Marla Bonhoff
(Us M) Greeter: Al Eckhart
- _ _ Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Liturgical Color Green — Ordinary Time Coffee: Ann Campbell

Lectionary Year A
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

== CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Your love, O Lord, forever we will sing.
From age to age,
we will proclaim your faithfulness.
Let us worship the God of Life!




2=HYMN "Gather Us In"

1. Here in this place new light is streaming,
now is the darkness vanished away;

see in this space our fears and our dreamings,
brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken,

gather usin, the blind and the lame;

call tous now, and we shall awaken,

we shall arise at the sound of our name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a mystery,
we are the old who yearn for your face;

we have been sung throughout all of history,
called to be light to the whole human race.
Gather usin, the rich and the haughty,
gather usin, the proud and the strong;

give us a heart, so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage to enter the song.

#8 GREEN

3. Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,

here you shall call your sons and your daughters,
call us anew to be salt for the earth.

Give us todrink the wine of compassion,

give us to eat the bread that is you;

nourish us well, and teach us to fashion

lives that are holy and hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining,
not in some heaven, light years away—
here in this place the new light is shining,
now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever,

gather us inand make us your own;
gather usin, all peoples together,

fire of love in our flesh and our bone

Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. All rights
reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense #A-725614.
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1 Here in this place new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are theyoung, our lives are a mys-tery, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the

4 Not in the dark of build-ings con-fin - ing,

not in some heav - en,
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van-ished a - way; see in this space our fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - tory,
bread of new birth, here you shall call  your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way—  here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to belight to the whole hu-man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is the king-dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er us in, the lost and for - sak - en, gath-er wus in, the
Gath-er wus in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er wus in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the
Gath-er us in and hold us for - ev - er, gath-er wus in and
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blind and the lame; call to us now, and we shall a-wak-en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peop-les to-geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire_  of love in our flesh and our bone.
Text and music: Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 1091010D
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‘Steadfast God. ‘aloving parent
‘; - a‘n'tienily ove us beyond all measure.
" oy 5reat is your faithfulness.

May we offer that same kindness to all whom
ve encounter, knowing it is Christ whom we
e others.



== PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

God who provides our every need,
you have given us countless gifts.
You have welcomed us for all of who we are.
You have showered us with steadfast love.
You have freely given us
eternal life in Christ Jesus.
We do not deserve these gifts.
We take them and squander them.
We continue to trust ourselves
more than we trust you.
We fail to embrace others
as you have embraced us.
Accept our confession.
Be our glory and our strength
for the days to come,
our strength, shield, and deliverer. Where the Way Leads © Jan Richardson

https.//www janrichardsonimages.com




== DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Part of God’s provision for all of us
Is a well of forgiveness that never runs dry.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

Only Speak the Word © Jan Richardson
janrichardsonimages.com




== PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Imagine all the people

Children of God, we are the body of Christ. [i\/img lite in DCACE...
By one spirit
we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.
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Sacrifice of Isaac
1140-1170
Palatine Chapel
Palermo, Italy

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song



FIRST READING Genesis 22:1-14

The testing of Abraham

1 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here | am.” 2 He said, "Take your son,
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains that | shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young
men with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out and went to the place in the distance
that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. s Then Abraham said to his
young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and | will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to
you.”“ s Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the
knife. And the two of them walked on together.7Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here | am, my
son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?“ s Abraham said, "God
himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." And the two of them walked on together.s When they came
to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac
and laid him on the altar on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11
But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here  am.” 12 He
said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now | know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.1aSo Abraham called that place
"The LORD will provide," as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided."

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Second Reading Romans 6:12-23

12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal bodies, so that you obey their desires. 13 No longer present your
members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been
brought from death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have
no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

Slaves of Righteousness

15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! ¢ Do you not know
that, if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of
sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that you who
were slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were

entrusted '8 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become enslaved to righteousness. 1?1 am speaking
in human terms because of your limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity
and lawlessness, leading to even more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness,
leading to sanctification.

20\When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 So what fruit did you then gain from
the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been freed
from sin and enslaved to God, the fruit you have leads to sanctification, and the end is eternal life. 23 For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Romans 6:12-23) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



1 O God, show mercy to us, and bless us with your grace;
and cause to shine upon us the brightness of your face,
so that your way most holy on earth may soon be known,
and unto every people your saving grace be shown.

Let all the peoples praise you; let all the nations sing;

in every land let praises and songs of gladness ring.

2 For you will judge the peoples in truth and righteousness,
and on the earth all nations will your just rule confess.

Let all the peoples praise you; let all the nations sing.

Then earth in rich abundance to us its fruit will bring.

The Lord our God will bless us; our God will blessing send,
and all the earth will worship to its remotest end.
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“O God, Show Mercy to Us” INSERT
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== GOSPEL READING Matthew 10:40-42

40 “\Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes the one who sent me. 4 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name
of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of
the righteous, 42and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these

little ones in the name of a disciple—truly | tell you, none of these will lose
their reward.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 10:40-42) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Sermon

Welcoming Heart
Jan Richardson ©
www.janrichardsonimages.com



== OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Generous God,

may our giving provide for our community
the surprise of your love,

just as you provided a ram for Abraham.
Bless our time, talent, and treasure

for your glory and for the good of all.
Amen.

Sherry Middlemiss-Brown



Duich melody

|| 5 .
- H Y I\/I N ”The re's a Wideness in God's Me rcy” Frederick William Faber, 1854; alt. Arr. Julius Rontgen (1855-1933)
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1. There’'sa wide-ness in God’smer-cy, Like the wide-ness of the sea;

1 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 2 For the love of Godis broad-er Thanthe mea-sures of the mind;
Like the wideness of the sea;

There’s a kindness in God's justice,
Which is more than liberty.

here is no place where earth’s sorrows
Are more felt than up in heaven; There'sa  kind-ness in God’sjus-tice, Whichis more than lib - er - ty.
There is no place where earth’s failings fnd e ool fhe B oo el B mostwonsder = -y ind
Have such kindly judgment given.

2 For the love of God is broader
Than the measures of the mind;
And the heart of the Eternal I ourlove were but - mre fatthul, We would glad-ly . trst God's Word:
Is most wonderfully kind. s e e e
If our love were but more faithful, SR T

We would gladly trust God's word;
And our lives reflect thanksgiving
For the goodness of our Lord.
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There is  no place where earth’sfail-ings Have such kind-ly judg - ment given.

And our livesre - flect thanksgiv-ing For the good-ness of our Lord.
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2=HYMN  “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” Blue 367 One Lt aysson

Refrain:
Jesu, Jesu, GRSl
. . anaian folk melody
Fill us with Your love, Ghanaian folk soag Adapt. Tom Colvin, 1963
Show us how to serve the neighbors we have from You. Trans. Tom Colvin, 1969 Art, Janc: Marstall, 1307
" - 1 L A JL3 4
o el e
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, O3 t = Y S T~
Silently washes their feet, Je - su, Je - su, fil  us with Your love, Show
Master who acts as a slave to them. (Refrain) : z s Fine
2 Neighbors are rich and poor,
L us how to serve the neigh-bors we have from You.
Varied in color and race,
Neighbors are near and far away. (Refrain) 0 Ak N il il
: S= st
3 These are the ones we should serve, 1. Kneelsat the feet of His friends, Si - lent-ly wash-es their
These are the ones we should love; 2. Neigh-bors are rich  and poor, Var - ied in col - or and
A” are ne|ghbors to us and You (Refraln) 3. These are the ones we should serve, These are the ones we should
4. Lov - ing puts us on our Kknees, Serv -ing as though we are
: 5. Kneel at the feet of our friends, Si - lent-ly wash-ing their
4 Loving puts us on our knees, D.C
. . (e - + Lo
Serving as though we are slaves, %& = :ﬁ‘ 5 = ;z_zs._;:% —
This is the way we should live with You. (Refrain) D) T
feet, Mas - ter whoacts as a slave to them.
. race, Neigh-bors are near and far a - way.
5 Kneel at the feet of our friends, love. All are neigh-bors to  us and You.
Silently washing their feet, slaves, This is the way we should live with  You.
This is the way we should live with You. (Refrain) . feet, This is the way weshould live with  You.



earn the ways of God,

for they are the ways of life.

Trust in Jesus Christ,

for he is the way of God’s love.
Live by the power of the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the fullest.

ay the Holy Trinity,

who creates, redeems, and sustains,
grant you the grace

of peace, holiness, and eternal life.




POSTLUDE

I’'m Gonna Let It Shine (This Little Light of Mine & Deep and Wide)
traditional/arr. Melody Bober

Questions for Reflection




Thanks to:

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen

Reader: Marla Bonhoff
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the

Greeters: Al Eckhart Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http:/diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. Allimages available via Creative
Commons 3.0 License.

All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614

Coffee: Ann Cambell

Next week:
Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Reader: Nancy Beyers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Peter Norland
Greeters: Nancy Beyers Sprague and Dianne Sprague
Coffee: Sangja Lee & Biruta Lowther

Next Sunday’s Scripture:  Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67;
Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Portage Lake United Church

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) & UMITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
1400 East Houghron Avenue, Houghton Michigan 49931
www.PLUC.org office@pluc.org (906)482-3224

Rooted in the Trinity. Growing in God's Word.
Branching out to those in need. Nourished by many waters.
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