Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
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February %, 2026

Portage Lake United Churc

Sermon on the Mount by Laura James



Welcome and Announcements

We gather in the name of the Hdlginity, one God, source of all goodnassimercy.
Nomatter who you arer where you are on life's journggu are welcome here.

The Spring (allegedly) meeting of the Congregation/Corporation will be held on Sunday, February 8,
2026 following worship. The Annual Report will be presented, new Consistory members will be
approved, and the 2026 PLUC budget will be accepted.

There is a new Sunday morning volunteer signup sheet on the table in the lounge. Consider
volunteering in a new way this year!

Beth has officially resigned her position as Office Manager/ Financial Secretary. Her last day was
yesterday. She wants to thank everyone for their support these last almost twenty years. It has beer
an honor to work with all of you.

Are there any other announcements?

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
¢ ‘) Musician: SusiByykkonen
Greeters: Elizabeth Middleton
N\ Reader: Christina Norland
Prayer Writer: Greg Campbell
Coffee: Ann Campbell
Children's Church: OliByykkonen

Liturgical Color: Green
Lectionary Year A



MEDITATION AND PRELUDE

| can only look for something that
| have, to some degree, already
found. How can | search for
beauty and truth unless that
beauty and truth are already
known to me in the depth of my
heart?

Henri J. M. Nouwen

Sermon on the Mount
1424 Schwebsange, Luxembourg



GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

O CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

With what shall we come before God
and bow ourselves before God on high?
Shallwe come before the Holy One with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
Will God be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rams of oil?
Shallwe give our firstborn for our transgression,
the fruit of our bodies for the sin of our souls?
Godhas told us, fellow mortals,
what is good and what is required of us.
Butto do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with our God.

Blessed are the Poor
Frank Wesley
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O PRAYER OF THE DAY

-----

you whose wisdom baffles Kkin

Mysterious God,
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make us foolhardy enough to dare to live
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as If peace Is truly possible, here and now.

Grantus the audacity to seek justice.

Giveus courage to risk kindness and |oseklessly: %

N

Ay WSadaQ F22 43

u 2

Vd

soll K

d 2 dzNJ { LJA NRA

we can journey humbly with you all our days

Amen

dz3d K

Ve

andu K NP

Peace begins with love!
From the Peace Wall in Hamilton, New Zealand



O Thanksgiving for Baptism
TheLord be with youAnd also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
O Lord our God, we give you thanks
for the faith, hope, and love you give to us
through the blessing of our baptism
claiming us as your beloved children,
calling us to the path of discipleship,
revealing to us the light of your glory.
By the power of your Holy Spirit,
poured out upon us in baptism,
help us to follow you with faith,
to trust in you with hope,
and to serve you with love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Soul Centered Photography © Susanne von Schroeder



O PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

DNBSG SHOK 2GKSNI 640 KT o

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit
we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit
In the bond of peace.
Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.




WORDsod speaks to us In scripture, reading, preaching and song




First Reading Micah 68l

6.1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hil
your voice. 6:2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will conte
with Israel. 6:3 "O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you? Ans\
mel

6:4 For | brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slav
and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 6:5 O my people, remember now what k
Balakof Moab devised, what Balaam sorBebranswered him, and what happened from
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD." 6:6 "With what shall |
before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt
offerings, with calves a year old? 6:7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, v
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my boc
the sin of my soul?" 6:8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORI
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

Word of God. Word of Litel hanks be to God

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Micah 6:1-8) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1318

1:18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
IS the power of God. 1:19 For it is written, "l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of t
discerning | will thwart." 1:20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater o
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the worls
not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those
believe. 1:22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 1:23 but we proclaim Christ crucified,
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 1:24 but to those who are the called, both Jews anc
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 1:25 For God's foolishness is wiser than humat
wisdom, and God's weakness is stronger than human strength. 1:26 Consider your own call, brothers an
sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of nobl
1:27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world t
shame the strong; 1:28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce ftt
nothing things that are, 1:29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 1:30 He is the source of
life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redel
1:31 in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."

Word of God, Word of LifeThanks be to God

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Corinthians 1:18-31) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Used with germission.

OHYMNa2 KIG 5284 0 K®5BLLENR wS|j dzieNB g

405 What Does the Lord Require

SHARPTHORNE  6.6.6.6.33.6
Albert F. Bayly, 1949, 1982 Erik Routley, 1968
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O GOSPEL READING Matthewl3:1

5:1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. s:2 Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying: s:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. s4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. s:5
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. s "Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. s:7 "Blessed
are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. s "Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God. s:0 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called children of God. s:10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. s:11 "Blessed are
you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of euvil
against you falsely on my account. s:12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
IS great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you..

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 5:1-12) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Sermon on the Mount
Cosimo Rosselli 1481



RES PO NS’E RESPOND TO THE WORD WITH THANKSED/RRAYER

Offering

[&‘; GIVE NOWJ ’ To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click ﬂere.



https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

Kinfolk © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com
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We Pray for Peace 207
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lee is come, we pray for peace up-on our plan-et home.

Text and music: Ken Medema (b. 1943)

© 1993, Ken Medema Music/Brier Patch Music

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION



MEAL

GOD FEED_S U§ WITH THE PRESENC_E OF JESUS C
Invitation to Communion
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Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever.

Herod with the Wise Men 1957

Amen . Church of St. Laurentius

Ahrweiler, Germany



Communion Distribution
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