
January 25th 2026

Portage Lake United Church
Liturgical Colors: Green

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Lectionary  Year A



We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Welcome and Announcements

● PLUC office hours have changed. Pastor Peter will be in the office 9 a.m to noon on Tuesdays-Thursdays.
● Last week’s consistory meeting was moved to this Tues., 6 p.m.
● There will be a meeting of the congregation February 8 following worship, we will receive the annual Report, 

vote on the 2026 budget and elect consistory members.

● There is a new Sunday morning volunteer signup sheet on the table in 
the lounge. Consider volunteering in a new way this year!

● Join Keweenaw Faith United for a Community Vigil tonight. Come to make space for grief, lament and prayers 
in light of violence in Minneapolis this month. Jan 25th, 5 p.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.

● Angel Mission needs: Canned Beans
● Are there any other announcements?

The flowers in the sanctuary today 
are given in in memory of 

John vonBatchelder

Presider:  Rev. Peter Norland
Musician:  Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Lois Jambekar
Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Jim Northey
Coffee: Nancy Byers Sprague
Children's Church:  Olivia Byykkonen



Solitude is the furnace of transformation. 
Without solitude we remain victims of 

our society and continue to be entangled 
in the illusions of the false self.

Henri J.M. Nouwen

MEDITATION AND PRELUDE

Henri Nouwen 1932-1996



✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Come, people of God—the dawn is breaking!
A new day rises where sorrow had settled in.
The dawn is breaking—
and we rise with it!
Where burdens have bent us low,
the Holy One draws near, steadying our steps.
The Holy One draws near—
and we gather our courage.
Where yokes have weighed on shoulders and spirits,
God is loosening what has held us down.
What held us down is lifting—
and we move toward freedom.
Come, all who yearn for justice;
all who hope for healing; all who hunger for joy.
We come to the dawning way,
we come to the hopeful way,
we come to the way God makes glorious. Interior of the Church of the Light Tadao Ando Ibaraki, Japan



✜HYMN   ✜ Hymn “Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart” #145 BLUEUsed with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

God our light and our rescue,
our fortress in times of trouble,
when human powers seek to crush us,
protect us in the hidden places of your heart.
Ease our fears and let us rest in you. 
When we are safe, but other lives are threatened,
fortify our resolve to be your protection
for all our kin and all your good creation.
When the work is done, 
we ask only to live in your house
and enjoy your beauty forever.
Amen.

Peace begins with love!

From the Peace Wall in Hamilton, New Zealand



✜ Thanksgiving for Baptism
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

O Lord our God, we give you thanks
for the faith, hope, and love you give to us
through the blessing of our baptism—
claiming us as your beloved children,
calling us to the path of discipleship,
revealing to us the light of your glory.

By the power of your Holy Spirit,
poured out upon us in baptism,
help us to follow you with faith,
to trust in you with hope,
and to serve you with love.

You call us Jesus Christ our Lord,
who forgives sin and frees us
to serve you and walk in your ways.
Amen..

Soul Centered Photography © Susanne von Schroeder



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit  
we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.

Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.



WORD God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song

Matthew Monte



Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God

9:1 But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In 
the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make 
glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee 
of the nations.

9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has 
shined.

9:3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people 
exult when dividing plunder.

9:4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the 
day of Midian.

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Isaiah 9:1-4) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

First Reading Isaiah 9:1-4



Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

1:10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united 
in the same mind and the same purpose. 1:11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's 
people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 1:12 What I mean is that 
each of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I 
belong to Christ.“ 1:13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 1:14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 
and Gaius, 1:15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name. 1:16 (I did baptize 
also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with 
eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 1:18 For the 
message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God.

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Corinthians 1:10-18) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.   



✜ HYMN “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore" #269 GREEN
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING  Matthew 4:12-23
4:12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 4:13

He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 4:14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 

might be fulfilled: 4:15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 

across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles 4:16 the people who sat in darkness have 

seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has 

dawned.” 4:17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 4:18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 

brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea for they were fishermen. 4:19 And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make 

you fish for people.“ 4:20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 4:21 As he 

went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 

4:22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 4:23 Jesus went 

throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mattthew 4:12-23) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Sermon

For Those in Darkness [Light is Dawning]

Lauren Write Pittman, 2018, © https://www.lewpstudio.com



OFFERING AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of our salvation,

receive these gifts we offer

and bless them for the work of your kingdom,

through Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

A Woman in Winter © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com



✜HYMN “We Pray for Peace” #269 GREEN Used with permission.

One License #  A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sherry Middlemis-Brown



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL)



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



✜CLOSING HYMN “Light Dawns on a Weary World” Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



Go now in the presence of the One who
lifts what is heavy, breaks what binds, 
and opens the way before you.

As each new day unfolds,
may courage rise in you,
may compassion guide you,
and joy find room to grow.

The Spirit who descends and remains 
goes with you, goes before you,
and goes within you.

So, go in peace,
and follow the ways of our Lord. Amen.

✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING

Calling of Saint James and Saint John

James Tissot



✜ POSTLUDE AND MEDITATION

What does Jesus mean when he calls his followers to be “fishers of people”?

What must I leave behind to be a faithful disciple of Jesus?



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Artwork

FIRST READING: Light from roof of Cardboard Cathedral

Notes: The Cathedral’s roof is composed of 96 carboard tubes, reinforced with laminated wood 

beams, and with two-inch gaps between them so that light can filter inside. 2013  Shigeru Ban, 

Christchurch, New Zeland

OFFERING PRAYER: A Woman in Winter © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com

SERMON: For Those in Darkness [Light is Dawning] © Lauren Wright Pittman 

https://www.lewpstudio.com

CHARGE AND BLESSING:  Title:Calling of Saint James and Saint John

Notes "...when his (Tissot) carefully researched collection of 350 watercolors depicting the life of 

Jesus was first published as a book in 1896, it found a large and enthusiastic audience. No one who 

had followed his previous career could have anticipated that this painter of urban life in Paris and 

London would undertake the project of painting virtually every event in the Gospels.

Date: 1886-1894 Artist: Tissot, James, 1836-1902 Building: Brooklyn Museum

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images available via Creative 

Commons 3.0 License.

Thanks to:
Presider:  Rev. Peter Norland

Musician:  Susie Byykkonen

Greeters: Elizabeth Middleton

Reader: NEEDED

Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar

Coffee: Ann Campbell

Children's Church:  Olivia Byykkonen


