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Consistory Highlights

Submitted by Beth Smock, Office Manager

After a very busy 2025, Consistory took
December off. They will meet again on
January 20, 2026

ANNOUNCING

Congregation/Corporation Meeting

Sunday, February 09, 2025
Immediately following worship
(this meeting will be held both In-person
and over ZOOM)
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Financial Report

Received in December

Pledge $1,493.00
Unpledged 1,971.44
Loose Plate 00.00

In Other News

Angel Mission

Submitted by Sheri Middlemis-Brown

December marked a busy and meaningful
month at CCAM. Giving Tuesday donations
through Copper Shores concluded, Angel
Tree gifts were distributed to children, and
Coat the Copper Country continued to serve
hundreds of neighbors in need. Our store
remained constantly busy, and the food
pantry served about 30% more people than
at this time last year.

We will not receive donor names or final
numbers from Giving Tuesday
(#GiveCopperCountry) for another month,
but early indications suggest donations
through Copper Shores likely exceeded
previous years. In the face of cuts to the
social safety net, our community continues
to respond with generosity. Thank you to
everyone who gave generously.

Final numbers are also pending for Coat
the Copper Country, but we know hundreds
have already benefited. We are still
accepting donations of outerwear—
especially men’s and children’s items—and



will continue distribution through the store
and by request from The Salvation Army
and area schools.

Angel Tree provided gifts for 190 children
registered with CCAM, and we were able to
serve many additional children originally
signed up with The Salvation Army. About
80 sponsors covered the needs of CCAM
registered kids. Special thanks to the
congregation for sponsoring five children
and to Lois Jambekar for coordinating that
effort.

We are truly blessed by the generosity of
our community as we continue God’s work
through the Copper Country Angel Mission.
We are deeply grateful for our volunteers,
sponsors, and donors who step up
again and again to meet local needs.

Goodbye 2025
Hello 2026

Copper Country Angel Mission
Angel Tree Final Report

Submitted by Lois Jambekar

Members of the Church, thank you for
your wonderful support of the CC Angel
Mission’s Angel Tree Project. Everything
requested for the children was provided for
the five children we supported. Every year
you come through for the project. You
made two families happy this year.

Fellowship Guild

Submitted by Judy Albee

Tuesday, December 9th was the date
available for a holiday gathering of PLUC
friends and residents of The
Bluffs. Fellowship Guild members had
provided a number of treats for our office
staff and our shut-ins. Mounded plates were
assembled and wrapped prior to our 12:30
lunch. Several of the attendees had plans to
spend Christmas with their families in other
states so we welcomed the conversation and
Pastor Peter’s reading of an Advent Credo in
preparation for the holiday.

submitted by Beth Smock

We made it. After a very busy, and
sometimes challenging 2025, we are almost
to 2026. Please remember that the office
will be closed Wednesday, December 31st
and Thursday, January 1st.

The first big project of 2026 is the Annual
Report. I will need to have this completed
and ready for distribution by Sunday,
February Ist. That means I will need reports
by January 22nd. Any reports that come in
early just makes it easier to get it done in
time, so I encourage you to get your report
in as soon as possible. The work of all those
who submit reports is greatly appreciated.

Before I do the Annual Report, I will also
be getting out the final 2025 Financial
Reports. Want to get those out early so
everyone can get working on their taxes.
I’m sure you are all excited to get working
on those.

My final big project for the first half of
2026 is to make a list of all the things I can
remember that I do (I am sure I will forget
some things, so if you want to remind me of
something that would be great). [ want to
make the transition to a new office person as
smooth as possible.

Here’s to a less snowy 2026. At least we
weren’t in Marquette this past weekend.
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January Volunteer Schedule

Date Greeter Reader Prayer Writer Coffee Fellowship
01/02 Sze Wenn Christina Carl Mary
01/11 Nancy & David Marla Lois TBD
01/18 Ann Elizabeth Greg TBD
01/25 Elizabeth Beth Lois TBD

Portage Lake United Church
United Church of Christ & Presbyterian Church (USA)
1400 E. Houghton Ave., Houghton, MI
49931
Phone: (906) 482-5224
E-mail: office@pluc.org
Website: www.pluc.org
Pastor: Rev. Peter Norland

Office Manager: Beth Smock

General Office Hours:
8:30 AM — 11:00 AM — Mon.- Tues, Thurs-Fri
Pastor Office Hours:
9:30 AM - 12:00 Noon or by appointment

HAPPY NEW YEAR



