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Consistory Highlights 

 

Discussion of Consent Agenda items: 

Office Manager/Financial Secretary: 

Office Manager/Financial Secretary 

B. Smock officially informed Consistory 

that she will be retiring in May/June of 

2026.  A definite date has not yet been 

established. 

An update of Helping Hands was 

given.  We have almost given out as many 

vouchers through October of this year than 

we did all of last year.  If the government 

shutdown continues into November requests 

for food vouchers will probably increase as 

people lose their SNAP benefits.   

Pastor Report: 

Elder B. Smock assisted with 

October communion.  Elder B. Lowther will 

assist in November. 

 

Clerk: 

We received a good review of our 

records by the Presbytery.  The Consistory 

minutes do need to be signed by the person 

who has taken them. 

 

Old Business: 

Church Signage:  Pastor Peter reported that 

he has not been able to make contact with 

anyone from MTU about church signage. 

Nominating Committee:  Elder B. Smock 

reported that she has asked three people to 

serve on the Nominating Committee (we 

need one more person from the 

congregation).  So far no interest has been 

expressed.  This will be discussed at the 

congregational meeting in November. 

New Business: 

Carpet Cleaning:  One donation from a 

Recovery Group  has been received toward 

carpet cleaning.  Consistory decided to wait 

until spring to clean the carpet.  It was also 

suggested to look into getting mats for 

around the outside doors. 

Snow Removal:  A bid of  approximately 

$3,000.00  was received from 

UPSnowBlowing for clearing of the parking 

lot and sidewalks around the church.  Elder 

R. Middlemis-Brown moved (second by 

Elder B. Smock) to accept this 

bid.  Approved.  Elder B. Smock did raise a 

concern that the sidewalks are not always 

cleared when she comes to work.  Pastor 

Peter reported that this is subcontracted by 



 

 

UPSnowBlowing.  He will speak with them 

about this concern. 

2026 Budget:  Elder R. Middlemis-Brown, a 

member of the Budget Committee, reviewed 

the 2026 PLUC proposed budget, both with 

and without COLA.  Elder R. Middlemis-

Brown moved (second by Elder T. Monson) 

to present the budget with COLA to the 

congregation at the November 

Congregational meeting.  Elder R. 

Middlemis-Brown will make the 

presentation. 

2024 Audit Committee:  Rob Middlemis-

Brown and Bobbie Dalquist will serve as the 

audit committee. 

Interfaith Luncheon:  PLUC has been asked 

to host the November Interfaith Luncheon 

on Wednesday, November 12, 2025.  Elder 

R. Middlemis-Brown moved (second by 

Elder T. Monson) to approve this building 

use request.  Approved. 

Hancock Lights the Night:  PLUC has been 

invited to participate the Hancock Lights the 

Night festival during the holiday 

season.  Consistory recommended sharing 

this with the congregation to see if there is 

individual interest.  

Tree Removal:  Both of the trees have been 

removed to clear them away from the new 

Houghton easement as part of the contract 

the church signed last year.  The wood from 

the trees is now in the yard and available for 

the taking.  Unfortunately, the big tree was a 

spruce tree so the wood is not good for 

generating heat.  Office Manager Smock 

will let the congregation know that the free 

wood is available.    

Fall meeting of the Congregation/ 

Corporation:  This meeting will be held on 

November 9, 2025 following 

worship.  Consistory developed an initial 

agenda including: 

 

1. 2026 budget presentation 

2. Report from the Nominating Committee 

3. Retirement announcement from the 

Office Manager/Financial Secretary 

4. Report on building upgrades 

5. Discussion of benefits of being a 

member of PLUC 

 

Upcoming Dates:  Consistory will meet on 

November 25, 2025 at 6:00 PM for the last 

meeting of 2025. 

 

Financial Report 
 

Received in October 

Pledge            $2901.00 

Unpledged           $1271.92 

Loose Plate                 $3.00 

 

In Other News 
 

 
November 2, 2025 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCING 

 

Congregation/Corporation Meeting 

 

Sunday, November 9, 2025 

Immediately following worship 

(this meeting will be held in person and on 

ZOOM) 

 

 



 

 

Stewardship Drive 

Kick-Off  
Submitted by Beth Smock, Financial Secretary 

 

   It’s that time of year again when PLUC 

needs to start planning for next year. 

   The preliminary budget will be presented 

at the meeting of the Congregation/ 

Corporation on November 2, 2025.  

Stewardship Drive letters will go out the 

week following this meeting..  Please 

prayerfully consider your pledge and return 

your pledge card as soon as possible.   

   If you do not receive a pledge card in the 

mail, ask Beth for one and she will gladly 

provide one to you.  If you have given to 

PLUC in the past, but not done so as an 

official pledged giver, please consider 

making a pledge as this makes it easier for 

the Finance Committee to develop a final 

budget.  Also, if you are not an “official” 

member, you can still make a pledge toward 

our 2026 budget. 

   The goal is to get the pledge cards back by 

November 25th, so that the final giving 

summary can be given to the Finance 

Committee and Consistory for the 

finalization of the 2026 budget.   

    

Angel Mission 
submitted by Sherry Middlemis-Brown 

 

   Volunteers jumped right into Coat the 

Copper Country this fall. We will accept 

winter wear donations right up to Christmas, 

but we were very focused on our initial 

distribution days, October 24 and 25. The 

first day was open to children that received 

an email from their school telling them 

about pre-registration of those that qualified 

for free or reduced lunch program. The 

second day was open to the public, but with 

the emphasis on those truly needing winter 

wear. Both distribution times were at The 

Salvation Army in Hancock and then we 

organized items, packed them in totes, and 

moved them to the Free Store for continued 

distribution. 

   Our Angel Tree team is also hard at work. 

As with last year, we are relying on 

hardcopy registration of children and 

sponsors but we strongly recommend online 

registration. This worked well last year, and 

we have smoothed out bugs. The Elks 

offered use of their lodge in Calumet for 

receiving and redistributing the gifts. The 

Salvation Army works in partnership with us 

on this program, as well as on Coat the 

Copper Country. 

   #givecoppercountry, the Giving Tuesday 

event, organized by Copper Shores 

Community Health Foundation will be 

underway in the later half of November until 

December 2. This is a way to amplify your 

giving by doing it through Copper Shores, 

who will then match a percentage, 

amplifying your gift. This is the best time to 

give because of the amplification fund. Go 

to https://www.coppershores.org/giving-

tuesday, see our very own Mary in the photo 

at the top, and scroll down to donate. Or, 

send a check with CCAM in the memo line 

to Copper Shores, 400 Quincy Street, 5th 

Floor, Hancock, MI 49930, or call (906) 

523-5920. Thank you for your continued 

support. 

 

Greetings from Illinois 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

   First, thank you so much for the cards you 

sent my way while I was hospitalized in 

Duluth. They brought an unmeasurable 

sense of caring at a time when I needed a 

boost. Within days of my neck surgery, I 

was admitted into Acute Rehab at St. Luke’s 

where I worked like never before to regain 

strength in my arms hands and legs.                   

Progress is slow but I am beginning to walk 

with assistance and a walker. My arms and 

https://www.coppershores.org/giving-tuesday
https://www.coppershores.org/giving-tuesday


 

 

hands are also beginning to respond when 

needed. 

   On October 23, I was transferred to a 

rehab facility in Gifford, IL – a small 

community about 30 miles North of 

Champaign. Liz is living in our Champaign 

condo and this brings us so much 

closer. It’s amazing the difference it makes 

having family nearby to encourage me on 

my road to recovery. We are hopeful that 

one day soon Liz & I will be back to living 

together! 

   Again, thank you for your thoughts and 

prayers – I am thankful for all the support 

sent my way. 

   We are sorry we didn’t get to say goodbye 

this Fall but hopefully we’ll be saying 

‘Hello’ come Spring! 

 

Sincerely, 

Harold & Liz Evensen 

 

Hancock Festival of Lights 

   

   PLUC has received an invitation to 

participate in the “Hancock Lights the 

Night” festival which takes place at the 

Hancock Campground from November 29-

January 5, Thursday-Sunday with viewing 

hours 5:30-9:00 pm.  They are looking for 

folks to help greet and welcome visitors, 

hand out flyers, serve hot chocolate, help 

visitors with wayfinding, accept donations, 

and assist in securing the campground at the 

end of the night.  While PLUC will not be 

participating as a group, if you would like to 

participate as an individual see Beth for 

more information. 

Children’s Corner 

 

 

 
Portage Lake United Church 

United Church of Christ & 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

1400 E. Houghton Ave.,  

Houghton, MI 49931 

Phone:  (906) 482-5224 

E-mail:  office@pluc.org 

Website:  www.pluc.org 

Pastor:  Rev. Peter Norland 

Office Manager:  Beth Smock 

General Office Hours: 

8:30 AM – 11:00 AM – Mon.- Fri 

Pastor Office Hours: 

9:30-noon Thursday or by 

appointment

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

November Volunteer Schedule  

Date        Greeter                  Reader          Prayer Writer  Coffee Fellowship 

11/02    Elizabeth  Christina Jim   Judy & Marla  

11/09     Judy   Elizabeth Lois   Norland Family 

11/16  Ann   Marla  Greg   Biruta 

11/23    Sze Wenn  Ann  Carl   Ann 

11/30  Nancy & Dianne Beth  Jim   TBD  

 

NOTE:  If you remember, a couple of weeks ago I asked people to send me memories of fall when 

they were kids.  I said if I did not get anything I would be forced to resort to dog or cat pictures.   

Well, here they are.  

 

 
 

 


