
June 1st 2025

Portage Lake United Church

Ascension 
Sunday

Church of the Holy Sepulcher  -- Jerusalem



● Today is Helping Hands Sunday.  There is a box next to the offering plate for your gift.

● We are looking for someone to host coffee next Sunday.

● Angel Mission needs: canned vegetables, with no or low sodium

● The flowers in the sanctuary are in memory of Douglas Suart, whose memorial service was 
yesterday.

● Are there any other announcements?

Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or 

where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Serving This Morning
Presider:  Rev. Peter Norland
Musician:Susie Byykkonen
Greeter:  Sze Wenn Tiang
Reader: Marla Bohnhoff
Prayer: Jim Northey
Communion:  Al Eckhart
Coffee: Ann Campbell, Biruta Lowther
Children’s Church:  Olivia Byykkonen

Liturgical  Color: White/Gold
Lectionary  Year C                                                                                                  



PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

Friendship, character, personal transformation, 
pregnancy, ripened fruit, and sprouting seeds 
all take time. Each has its own schedule

(Rueben P. Job)

Ascension

Building Mural

Bristol, England



✜ Call to Worship (responsive)

Clap your hands, all you peoples;
shout to God with loud songs of joy.
For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,
a great ruler over all the earth.

God chose our heritage for us,
the pride of Jacob whom God loves.
Sing praises to God, sing praises!

Sing praises to our ruler, sing praises!
For God is the ruler of all the earth;
Let us worship God!

The Ascencion

1350-1400 Niccolo di Giacoma da Bologna

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston



✜ Hymn  “Let the Whole Creation Cry” #256 BLUE Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God
of every time and every place,
you gather us to hear of Jesus.

Help us see your infinite life
in our own community
and in all of creation,
we pray in your holy name. 

Amen.

Ann Campbell



✜ Prayer of Confession (Unison)

God of all time and space,
we confess our failure to use well
our time and our space.
We give our hearts to trivial matters.
We struggle to separate truth from clutter.
We neglect the needs of the neighbors
you direct us to love.
We exploit the world you have made
and have failed to care for your creation.
Forgive us.
Reshape our priorities and guide our efforts
that we may live our days to your glory.

…
This is good news!
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

Ascension

Anish Kapoor

Basilica of San Giorgio Maggiore

Venice, Italy



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body. 
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.

Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ. 



WORD

Photo by Sherry Middlemis-Brown



1 In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning  2 until 
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen.  3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise 
of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me;  5 for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  6 So when they had come 
together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He 
replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  9 When he had said this, as 
they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  10 While he was going 
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  11 They 
said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."

Acts 1:1-11

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Acts 1:1-11) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



Ephesians 1:15-23

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 
for this reason  16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers.  17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,  18 so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  19 and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working 
of his great power.  20 God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not 
only in this age but also in the age to come.  22 And he has put all things under his feet 
and has made him the head over all things for the church,  23 which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Ephesians 1:15-23) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



✜HYMN “We Know that Christ is Raised” #495 BLUE
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING Luke 24:44-53

44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was 
still with you--that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled."  45 Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures,  46 and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,  47 and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are witnesses of these things.  49 

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 
city until you have been clothed with power from on high."  50 Then he led 
them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven.  52 And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy;  53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Luke 24:44-53) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God



Sermon

Ascension
Joanna Vaughan

Verginia Beach, Virginia



Gracious and giving God,
you are the One who first has given

to us all we need for life.
Guide us to use these gifts we now gather

for the well-being of your church,
for those in need of shelter and food,
for all who suffer for want of your Word,
and for nurturing faith in your people.

In the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Amen.

Offering and Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Ann Campbell



✜HYMN "For the Healing of the Nations" INSERT Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Ann Campbell



MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift you your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell

Ascension

Altarpiece from Thuison-les-Abbeville

Art Institute of Chicago



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST



✜COMMUNION HYMN “One Bread, One Body” INSERT
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST



Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614✜HYMN “Soon and Very Soon” #106 GREEN



CHARGE AND BLESSING

SENDING

Go forth with the spirit of wisdom and hope,

with eyes enlightened

and minds aroused by the power of Christ.

Be assured that wherever you go,

Christ is with you.

Be kind to all who are sent your way

because of the Holy Spirit 

who gives you the power.

Now may the One who gives you all that you are,

strengthen you in faith and hope,

this day and forevermore.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Until the Breath of God Breathes in Me © Jan Richardson



Postlude

Reflection
How is your faith strengthened by knowing

that we do not look for Jesus in only one place

but find the Risen One everywhere,

because he has ascended to the throne of God?
Ascension 2007

Photo by  Joanna Vaughan

Virginia Beach, Virginia



Visio Divina
Photos by
Ann Campbell

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Jim Northey
Church of the Holy Sepulcher
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher's long history underscores the importance of the physical place, 
Golgotha, of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 4th century Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre (Jerusalem)
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54389
Ascension Mural of Christ ascending to heaven on a graffiti wall in Bristol, England
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54351
The Ascencion 1350-1400 Niccolo di Giacoma da Bologna Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=50536
Ascension Created for the 54th Venice Biennale. 2003 Kapoor, Anish Basilica of San Giorgio 
Maggiore
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56519
Ascension Altarpiece from Thuison-les-Abbeville, France. ca. 1490-1500 French (Picardy)
Art Institute of Chicago
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56520
Until the Breath of God Breathes in Me © Jan Richardson  https://janrichardsonimages.com/
Ascension 2007 Photo by  Joanna Vaughan Virginia Beach, Virginia
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56521

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images a
vailable via Creative Commons 3.0 License.

1. All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
2. All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614
3. Portions reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from 

Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013

Thanks to
Presider:  Rev. Peter Norland

Musician:Susie Byykkonen

Greeter:  Sze Wenn Tiang

Reader: Marla Bohnhoff

Prayer: Jim Northey

Communion:  Al Eckhart

Coffee: Ann Campbell, Biruta Lowther

Children’s Church:  Olivia Byykkonen

https://janrichardsonimages.com/

