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Lectionary  Year B                                                                                                  

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 

mercy and good fruits … James 3:17a

Christ Blessing the Children ca. 1535-1540

Lucas Cranach 1472-1553



● All Church Picnic:  Today after Worship @ the Dalquist’s.  Bring a dish to share.  

● Fellowship Guild Breakfast:  Saturday, October 5th, 9:00 @ Victoria’s Kitchen.

● October newsletter articles due Tuesday, September 24th.  The newsletter will go out the first week 

of October, when Beth returns from vacation.

● There will be no Weekly Email next week.

● Angel Mission needs: Rolled oats

● There is a new coffee sign up sheet on the table in the lounge.

● Upcoming vacations:  Pastor Peter will be gone September 23-October 7.  Beth will be gone 

September 25-October 2.  The office will be closed September 25 - October 2.

● For a full listing of recovery meetings and other groups, 

check the calendar page at PLUC.org

Welcome and Announcements

Presider: Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters:  Lois Jambekar
Reader: Beth Smock
Prayer Writer:  Lois Jambekar Church
Picnic @ the Dalquist’s
Children’s Church:  Olivia Byykkonen

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who you 
are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Are there any other announcements?



MEDITATION

If our lives are modeled after the 
one we claim to follow, we will, as 

Jesus did, look with compassion 
upon all who cross our paths.

Rueben P. Job

PRELUDE Sherry Middlemis-Brown



In this time set apart for worship,
the Holy Spirit invites us:
Draw near to God,

who is steady and sure.
Draw near to God,

who welcomes those often overlooked.
Draw near to God,

who draws us together,
threads woven in a shared fabric of faith.
Let us worship the Lord!

✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)



✜ Hymn  “Gather Us In”                                #8 GREEN Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Faithful God,
you do not promise that following you will be easy,
but you teach us that your way
is one of peace, gentleness, and mercy,
of welcome for all.
Guide us by your wisdom
and inspire us to embrace this way of living,
so that we might draw near to you.
Amen.



You told us, O Lord, that whoever wants to be first
must be last and servant of all.
Oh, how we long to be first, O God:
to climb every ladder, frame every achievement,
get every promotion, and obtain every glory.
Oh, how we long to be first, O God,
and oh, how we dread being last.
Forgive us, O humble Christ,
and by your forgiveness, teach us.
Teach us to reframe our priorities.
Teach us to be servants first,
and to let our lives flow from a heart of faith.

✜ Prayer of Confession (unison)

Ann Campbell



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Amen.  We are bound by the love of Christ.



God speaks to us in scripture,
reading, preaching and song

WORD

Jesus Teaching the Disciples
Ilyas Basim Khuri Bazzi Rahib

Walters Art Museum, Baltimiore, MD



Jeremiah 11:18-20
The prophet is like a lamb

It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;

then you showed me their deeds.

But I was like a gentle lamb

led to the slaughter.

And I did not know it was against me

that they devised schemes, saying,

"Let us destroy the tree with its fruit;

let us cut him off from the land of the living,

so that his name will no longer be remembered!" 

But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,

who try the heart and the mind,

let me see your retribution upon them,

for to you I have committed my cause.

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Jeremiah 11:18-20) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



James 3:13-4:3. 7-8a
Two Kinds of Wisdom

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 

gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 

boastful and false to the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 

unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 

wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 

yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.

Friendship with the World

4:1 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your 

cravings that are at war within you? 2 You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And 

you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, 

because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what 

you get on your pleasures.

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and 

he will draw near to you. 

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (James 3:13-4:3. 7-8a) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.    

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God



✜HYMN “O Day of Peace” #450 BLUE Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING Mark 9:30-37

Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31

for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human 

hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did 

not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

Who Is the Greatest?

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 

you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 

one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child 

and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 

who sent me.”

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Mark 9:30-37) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

This is the Gospel of the Load. Thanks be to God



Sermon                                                                                     

Christ Teaching the Disciples
Hans Schäufelein

Metropolitan Museum of Art New York, NY



Offering

Sherry Middlemis-Brown



We thank you for the wealth you shower on us daily,
O Lord, and we witness the marvelous goodness that 
comes from you.
Transform these gifts into signs of welcome for all who 
are touched by their use.
Transform us into people who bless others throughout 
each day, in Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)



✜HYMN     “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” #298 BLUE Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Bread of Life

Meditation (Prayer)

Alexej von Jawlensky

Lenbachhaus Munich, Germany



Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL

Photo by Ann Campbell



✜HYMN “Be Thou My Vision” #339 BLUE Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



CHARGE AND BLESSING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.SENDING

For those who make peace,

a harvest of righteousness is sown.

Be gentle, honest, and merciful with those you meet;

ask for wisdom,

and wisdom will fill you with joy.

Peace I Leave with You!

Tile from Peace Wall in Hamilton, New Zealand

The God of all creation,

who calls you to the power greater than death,

Christ Jesus,

who welcomes everyone, 

and the Spirit of kindness and abundant life,

be with you now and always.



Give yourself some moments each day in the 

coming week to sit quietly with your eyes 

closed.

Visualize Jesus kneeling down, opening his 

arms, and bringing you close to his heart. Let 

yourself be a little child who is welcomed.

What do you notice?
Matriarch, or, Grandmother and Granddaughter

Victor Navarro Guedes, Canary Islands, Spain

Question for Reflection

Postlude



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Visio Divina

Photos by
Ann Campbell

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Beth Smock

Season of Creation
Season of Creation

Artwork

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christ_Teaching_the_Disciples,_2,_from_Das_Pl

enarium_MET_DP849939.jpg – Adam Petri

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Jesus_teaching_his_disciples.jpg

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a 

service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images 

available via Creative Commons 3.0 License.
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Children’s Church:  Olivia Byykkonen
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