
February 5th, 2023
Portage Lake United Church

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

Shine by Mike Moyers 



● We will be holding our PLUC Annual Meeting on Sunday February 12, 2023, 
following the worship service. 

● Copies of the Annual Report are available on the table in the lounge.

● Today is Helping Hands Sunday.  We have already had more requests in January of 
2023 than we had in January 2022.  Please leave your Helping Hands donation in 
the box next to the offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.

● The Building and Grounds Committee will not meet in February

● Please join us for coffee in the Fellowship Hall following worship.

We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. 
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.

Welcome and Announcements

Presider:  Rev. Peter Norland
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Barb & Jon Brookhouse
Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague
Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar
Coffee:  Biruta Lowther, Judy Albee
Communion:  Ann Campbell

Welcome to you who are joining us via Zoom.  We remind you to please MUTE your mic when you do not want us to 
hear you, you are also invited to keep your camera on, so we can see you with us.

Are there any other announcements?

Liturgical Color: Green

Lectionary  Year A



I hear at my center words that say, 
“I have called you by name, from 
the very beginning. You are mine 

and I am yours. You are my 
Beloved, on you my favor rests

(Henri J.M. Nouwen)

MEDITATION AND PRELUDE

Christ our Light



✜ CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

Let your light shine!

We are the salt of the earth.

Let your light shine!

We are the light of the world.

Let your light shine!

Praise the Lord for the gifts that God has given us!

Let your light shine!.

Blessing of Salt, Blessing of Light © Jan Richardson



✜HYMN   “Bring Forth the Kingdom” #123 GREEN
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy God,
you gave the law to show your people
the way of righteousness.
Help us receive your commandments as grace
and live as your obedient children
that your goodness may shine through us,
to the glory of your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



✜ PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Patient God,
it is so easy for us to miss the point.

We know how to perform righteousness;
we go to church, we donate, we volunteer,

but we care more about how we are seen
than our faithfulness to you.

We show off our piousness,
instead of actually sharing our food,
our homes, our resources 
with those in the most need.

Have mercy on us for the ways we serve
ourselves, and teach us your way,
the way that leads to justice and peace.

Light from roof of Cardboard Cathedral

Shigeru Ban



✜ PASSING THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Greet each other with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit  

we were baptized into one body.

Keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.

Amen! We are bound by the love of Christ.

Logo Of The  New Martinsville United Methodist Church



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching and song

Let Your Light Shine

Cara B. Hochhalter



Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God

58:1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob 
their sins.  58:2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to 
God.  58:3 "Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you serve your own 
interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.  58:4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 
wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.  58:5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the LORD?  58:6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to 
let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  58:7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless 
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

58:8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.  58:9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he 
will say, Here I am.  58:9b If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,  58:10 if you 
offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be 
like the noonday.

58:11 The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall 
be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  58:12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise 
up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

Footnote: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Isaiah 58:1-12) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.      

First Reading Isaiah 58:1-12



Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

2:1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or 
wisdom.  2:2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  2:3 And I came to you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  2:4 My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 
wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  2:5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on 
the power of God.  2:6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of 
this age, who are doomed to perish.  2:7 But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glory.  2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory.  2:9 But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has 
prepared for those who love him"  2:10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God.  2:11 For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is 
within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God's except the Spirit of God.        2:12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.      2:13 And 
we speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to 
those who are spiritual.  2:14 Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God's Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.  2:15 Those who are spiritual discern 
all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else's scrutiny.  2:16 "For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to
instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Corinthians 2:1-16) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.    



✜ HYMN “Gracious Spirit Heed Our Pleading"  #166 GREEN
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



✜ GOSPEL READING  Matthew 5:13-20

5:13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.  5:14 

"You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  5:15 No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house.  5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.  5:17 "Do not think that I have come to 

abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.  5:18 For truly I tell 

you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass 

from the law until all is accomplished.

5:19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches 

others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  5:20 For I tell you, unless 

your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven."

Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Matthew 5:13-20) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.



Sermon

Procopius the Righteous Praying

Nicholas Roerich 



To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

Offering

RESPONSE
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbZhjrE-vThrpkPeQ_Lrx4cQiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq82rfJ2bzGj_QzrwkGpzuY=&ver=3


OFFERING PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Kinfolk © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com

Loving God,
we give thanks for all you have given to us
and praise you for your astounding goodness.
Receive the dedication of our hearts, minds, and bodies
for the ministry of your church.
Bless our offering for the work of your kingdom,
and give us wisdom for the right use of all you have provided,
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.



✜HYMN   “Seek Ye First”  #333 BLUE
Used with permission.

One License #  A-725614



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Sherry Middlemis-Brown



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift you your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST



MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes

in the name the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

The Best Supper © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com



Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.

MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

The Best Supper © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com



MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (ECUMENICAL)

The Best Supper © Jan Richardson janrichardsonimages.com



COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST



✜ Communion Hymn  ”Great God of Every Blessing” INSERT

Used with permission. 

One License #A-725614



MEAL
GOD FEEDS US WITH THE PRESENCE OF JESUS CHRIST

Prayer after Communion



SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



✜CLOSING HYMN “This Little Light of Mine” INSERT
Used with permission. 

One License #  A-725614



Jesus said,
let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

May Christ, the true light,
shine upon you,

that you may walk in righteousness
all your days.

Amen. 

✜ CHARGE AND BLESSING

Festival of Lights

John August Swanson



✜ POSTLUDE AND MEDITATION

What does it mean to have the mind of Christ, 
and how do I live with the mind of Christ in my 
daily activities?

If I let my light shine, what will others see in me?

Will others see Jesus?

Will they give glory to God?



All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers. 
All songs used with permission. One License #  A-725614

Artwork

COVER: Shine © Mike Moyers 

To purchase artworks by Mike Moyers, visit https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57144

CALL TO WORSHIP: Blessing of Salt, Blessing of Light © Jan Richardson

https://janrichardsonimages.com

WORD: Let Your Light Shine Cara B. Hochhalter

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59298

SERMON: Procopius the Righteous Praying Nicholas Roerich

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55829

PRAYER OF DEDICATION: Kinfolk © Jan Richardson https://janrichardsonimages.com

INTERCESSORY PRAYER: Photograph by Sherry Middlemis-Brown

MEAL: The Lord is My Shepherd Eastman Johnson, Smithsonian Museum of American Art, DC

The Best Supper © Jan Richardson https://janrichardsonimages.com

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: Light from roof of Cardboard Cathedral Shigeru Ban

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59382

CHARGE AND BLESSING: Festival of Lights John August Swanson

http://www.johnaugustswanson.com/

POSTLUDE AND MEDITATION: Title: Dorothy Day with Homeless Christ Artist: Kelly Latimore

Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the 

Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/.  All images available via Creative 

Commons 3.0 License.

Thanks to:
Presider:  Rev. Peter Norland

Musician: Susie Byykkonen

Greeters: Barb & Jon Brookhouse

Reader: Nancy Byers Sprague

Prayer Writer: Lois Jambekar

Coffee:  Biruta Lowther, Judy Albee

Communion:  Ann Campbell

Serving Next week
Greeters: Nancy Byers Sprague, Dianne Sprague

Reader: Beth Smock 

Prayer Writer: Barb Brookhouse

Coffee:  Barb & Jon Brookhouse

Next Sunday’s Scriptures

Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; I Corinthians 3:1-9; 

Matthew 5:21-37


