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Welcome and Announcements
We gather in the name of the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and mercy. No matter who you are or
where you are on life's journey, you are welcome here.
● Cooperative Campus Ministries is once again putting on a progressive dinner for MTU Students. On Sunday

September 25th, students will gather at St. Al’s for appetizers, walk to Canterbury House for salad, then walk
here where we will be hosting and providing the main course: chili; finally, the students will walk to Good
Shepherd for dessert. We need volunteers to make chili (some with meat and some meatless), set-up and
clean-up. See Lois for more details.

Serving This Morning

Are there any other announcements?

Presider: Dianne Sprague
Reader: Greg Campbell
Prayer Writer: Barb Brookhouse
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Nancy Byers Sprague and Dianne Sprague
Coffee: Church Picnic

A reminder for those at home to mute your microphones during the non-interactive portions of the service

PRELUDE AND MEDITATION

The benefit we seek and desire most is deepening
companionship with God.
We come away from other pursuits to listen
for the still, small voice that is our best friend…
Jeanette A. Bakke

GATHERING: THE HOLY SPIRIT CALLS US TOGETHER AS THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
✜ Call to Worship (responsive)
This is the Day, / This is the Day,
That the Lord has made, /That the Lord has made,
We will rejoice, / We will rejoice,
and be glad in it! / and be glad in it!
(unison)
This is the day that the Lord has made,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
This is the world…

Ann Campbell

✜ Sung Call to Worship "This the Day” VS. 1

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ PRAYER OF THE DAY
Creator God,
when our spirits lift at the beauty of the day,
you are Lord;
and when chaos threatens to overwhelm
and we dread the next news cycle—
still, you are Lord.
Always, you are creating, redeeming, sustaining.
So, speak your word of mercy to us
until we discover the courage to open our eyes,
unclench our hands, and move toward our neighbor in need
until all creation rises and moves with the rhythm of your grace;
for we long to honor the name and follow the ways of Jesus,
in whose breath we pray.
Amen.
Ann Campbell

✜ Gathering Hymn "All Creatures of our God and King" Blue 455

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ Prayer of Confession (Unison)
Creator of the universe, breath of life,
we come trembling before you
for we have hoarded and bartered
what has never been ours
in the hope of securing our future.
We have yearned for wealth
more than we have yearned for you.
We have squandered your trust
and grieved your heart with our betrayal.
Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your
name;
deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.
Amen.
The Rose – Sherry Middlemis-Brown

✜ Declaration of Forgiveness

Beloved of God,
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting.
It cannot be contained, but must be poured out.
[Water is poured into the font.]

Nothing you have done, nothing you will ever do
is enough to separate you from the love of God
made known in Jesus Christ.
I declare in the name of the risen Christ
that our sin is forgiven and our lives are made new.

Slavery Reconciliation Statue
Richmond, VA

✜ PASSING THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
We greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

Children of God, we are the body of Christ.
By one spirit we were baptized into one body.
Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.
Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ.
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WORD

Parable of the Unjust Steward
Andreĭ Mironov(Andreĭ Nikolaevich)

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
8:18 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. 8:19 Hark, the cry of my poor people
from far and wide in the land: "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" ("Why have
they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?") 8:20 "The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.“ 8:21 For the hurt of my poor people I am
hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 8:22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no
physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not been restored?
9:1 O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I might
weep day and night for the slain of my poor people!

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (Jeremiah 8:18-9:1) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

1 Timothy 2:1-7
2:1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone,
2:2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity.
2:3 This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
2:4 who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
2:5 For there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human,
2:6 who gave himself a ransom for all--this was attested at the right time.

2:7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith
and truth.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989). (1 Timothy 2:1-7) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

✜ HYMN "For Everyone Born" GTG 769

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

✜ GOSPEL READING Luke 16:1-13
16:1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him
that this man was squandering his property. 16:2 So he summoned him and said to him, 'What is this that I hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 16:3
Then the manager said to himself, 'What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 16:4 I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 16:5 So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he
asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?’ 16:6 He answered, 'A hundred jugs of olive oil.' He said to him,
'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 16:7 Then he asked another, 'And how much do you owe?' He
replied, 'A hundred containers of wheat.' He said to him, 'Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 16:8 And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in
dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 16:9 And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 16:10 "Whoever
is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much.
16:11 If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 16:12
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 16:13 No slave
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth."

The Gospel of the Lord. Thanks be to God
Footnotes: The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. (1989) (Luke 16:1-13) Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

Sermon

Offering

Season of Creation 2022
The Burning Bush

To make a gift to the ministry of PLUC click here.

✜ Contemplating Creation
For this week’s creation
contemplation, we are
encouraged to bring
forward gifts as portions of
God’s creation we willingly
share with those in need,
as signs of God’s call for
justice in all of God’s
creation. You are invited to
come forward, and lay your
gift by the cross, under the
peace mobile.

Children's Peace Memorial By Michael at
https://www.flickr.com/photos/hopkinsii/22092626731

Offering Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God,
source of our daily bread and Sabbath trust,
you feed us with your love
and equip us to share in your purpose.
Receive the offerings of our wounded spirits,
our guarded purses, our meager strength,
and continue to expand our hearts,
until we live with the boldness and joy of Easter morning;
for we pray in the name of your son, Jesus,
and by the power of your Spirit.
Amen..
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
ECUMENICAL
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.
Photo by Ann Campbell

✜SENDING HYMN "You shall Go out with Joy" GTG 80

Used with permission.
One License # A-725614

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
CHARGE AND BLESSING
Family of God,
however dark the night gets—whatever you have squandered—
know that you are held by a love like this:
the Creator who made you
still claims you in covenant love;
the Redeemer who died for your sake,
lives again by the Word of God;
the Sustainer of all creation,
yet breathes courage into your heart.
Go, then, and serve boldly,
for God’s desire encompasses the whole of creation!

Postlude and Reflection

How do we, individually and corporately, embody
both lament for the world and the hope that is in
Christ?

Sherry Middlemis-Brown

Visio Divina

Thanks to
Presider: Dianne Sprague
Reader: Greg Campbell
Prayer Writer: Barb Brookhouse
Musician: Susie Byykkonen
Greeters: Judy Albee
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Andreĭ Mironov(Andreĭ Nikolaevich), 1975https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57060
SERMON
https://seasonofcreation.org/
OFFERING
https://spsmw.org/2022/08/03/the-season-of-creation-2022/
Additional descriptions can be found at the Art in the Christian Tradition image library, a service of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/. All images available via Creative
Commons 3.0 License.

1. All Scriptures taken from NRSV, copyright Thomas Nelson publishers.
2. All songs used with permission. One License # A-725614
3. Portions reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting
on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2013

